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DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.131 
Sir: 

I, George Hsu, declare as follows: 

At the time of the invention I was an employee of PNI Corporation (assignee of the present 
application); I am the inventor of the patent application identified above. 

The invention, as described and claimed in the present patent application was conceived in 
this country by the inventor before November 18, 1999, as evidenced by the following 
attached exhibits. 

Exhibit " A" includes true and correct copies of several slides from a company presentation by 
PNI Corporation CEO Becky Oh on Dec. 10, 1999. 



Slide A-l discusses and is evidence of three key facets of the present invention: 

1 . The concept of centralized internet-based functional control of devices, sensors and 
actuators (bullet point 4) and internet-based User Control Interfacing (bullet point 5) 
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are clearly shown. 

2. A Base-Station (Cube in conjunction with server-based CCP [Cube Control Protocol]) 
for PNI proprietary power-line and RF-based devices, sensors and actuators is evident 
from bullet points 2 and 3, The "Cube" was PNPs internal name for the hardware 
portion of a base-station, as described in the instant application. PNI Web Active 
Home was PNI's proprietary XlO-based enhanced power-line communication 
protocol. 

3. Support for existing X10 devices (referred to as "Firecracker") to leverage existing 
home automation devices is shown in bullet point 1 . XI 0 was the existing de facto low 
cost power-line device standard. It was based on user-operated switches (such as light 
switches) and user-operated remote controls. There was no centralized intelligence 
capability for these devices at the time. 

Slide A-2 shows a system level block diagram of one embodiment of the present invention. 
The Cube is the base-station for the PNI proprietary devices, sensors and actuators both via 
RF as well as power-line. Its internet connectivity is provided via the box labeled "ccp" 
which can be a router or PC, running UNIX or LINUX or other gateway device. The 
"Firecracker" is a bridge to existing XI 0 devices. 



Slide A-3 clearly shows the functionality of unrelated services from a second server in 
conjunction with the home control provided by the first. PNI.com is the home automation 
control site which provides the primary hon^e automation control features and services, while 
bullet point 2 and especially bullet point 3 show several unrelated services such as video feeds 
(entertainment or security) and weather information. 

Slide A-4 re-iterates many of the basic concepts of the present invention already discussed, 
but in particular, bullet point 2 mentions the '"Natural Language Script", remote access and 
monitoring. The '"Natural Language Script"! is a ^1 web-based User Interface programming 
language, while the notion of remote access and monitoring speak to actuator and device 
control on a remote basis via the internet. 



Exhibit "B" is a true and correct copy of 
2000. 



a presentation made to K-Mart on February 15, 



Slide B-l shows the mockup of the concept of a PNI.com enabled automation and control 
window provided by PNTs servers (a 1 st Server) to a third party's regular portal website 
(hosted on a separate 2 nd server). In this case the discussions were with K-Marts' online portal 
Bluelight.com. These discussions were presented under non-disclosure to K-Mart. The notes 
in the margins are self-explanatory and clearly support possession of the present invention. In 
addition, please pay particular attention to the bullet point tc No mail today" and the "Most 
current picture " link which clearly show non-related services such as mail aggregation and 
video functionality (for purposes of security in this particular example). 
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On or about December 15, 1999, 1 completed an invention disclosure form that disclosed the 
PNI web-based home automation control system and concept. 

On January 4, 2000, patent application 09/477,226 was filed with the US. Patent Office; on 
May 11, 2000 patent application 09/569,746 was filed; on August 7, 2000 the current 
application 09/633,801 was filed. All three applications disclose distinctive embodiments of a 
common theme. 

Applicant claims priority for the present, non-provisional patent application, 09/633,801 to 
the company presentation on Dec. 10, 1999 for matter disclosing one remote server. 
Applicant claims priority to the K-Mart presentation of February 15, 2000 for disclosure 
of a second server in alternative embodiments of the instant invention. 

I declare further that all statements made herein are true and that these statements were made 
with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of this document and the patent 
application to which it relates. 



Date: March Jl 2007 



Signed: 
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Exhibit A 



Slide A- 1 

PNI.com 



Initially support installed base of XI 0 devices and 
controls via the internet. 

Support PNI Web Active Home: X10 based PNI 
devices. 

Work seamlessly with the Cube and its Devices. 

Expand to support all major device protocols via 
the internet. 

The cental web site for Home Automation: The 
current Home Automation market is fragmented. 
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Slide A-2 

Block Diagram 




This device will control existing Lou Works networks through PNI.com 
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Slide A-3 



PNI.com Revenue Model 



p Web Site advertising: PNI.com is a "sticky 
sight". 

1| Paging or email services. 

if Data storage and information processing: 

— Frequent updated status of devices. 

— History of information from devices 
compressed for storage. Information such as 
video, weather etc. 
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Slide A-4 



PNI 

fli Continue to develop and sell sensor based automotive consumer 
products. 

jp Create PNI Web Active Home: Home automation kit that uses X10 
protocol. Includes software that allows access via PNLcom and 
includes XI 0 devices that are configured to take advantage of the easy 
programming provided by the "Natural Language Script", remote 
access and monitoring. 

|p Create the Cube and Devices that will over come the limitations of the 
current protocols on the market such as X10, LonWorks and Cebus. 

|p Create Devices which will enable easy incorporation of different 
automation networks to the Cube. 

fp Constant innovation of the Cube and Devices make PM.com 
competitive. 
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Best Available Copy 



Exhibit B 



Slide B-l 




HMjpYahaal (or loaapell -MicifltoU Internet Explorer 















Welcome, Richard! - V atasj - Uci-sle • 
>\i: m ml Info - Hnlp • Qui 



My Front , Jir rtti 
Page ■ 

Valentine's Day: Chcrol-itr ft C/jn;fo. Frcr PtavfjJ^ffa. FrtttOift 

H?rrT^rT7^B >- fCanlc»t|[ layout | 

MyBIUBllBWHome S 



;:|jns is horn ^ 



My Front Pdfle:Hefldllnes. fa ii 3fl^ :: E3sIIs»] S 

♦ Wat gliggVB3a:lW:'l feat As Tfencna Art 

• In* T;r>vt T.Jnyir jfcr rij .ILMdv5ilE'(?iv?;.f^* 

• BikIi La-hcs McCah lib*:- Coaralaku g£ 5:r.ra: 
C-'iiMK'j'flKl 

Cunfcnl E vents .'Yahoo! Tnli Cov &ranfc . : \F& }:} 2>'Qjw ST 

• N l^^JFracr Trias 

* Hostfifrrs .Head Ifcrcc 

Matyloiui . - : ,, l^J^&^r 

* '>U^-^ar::.i in wtf B'f> m ABC NEwftVat? wtl3b e 
di :* r »:- n:if7u- o a* ;.f l-x t 1 . J: fi X» 



>) T^mnmii;::. i:iij-3D? >> 67 dug -| 
1" T'^mttivii: :, outdo or » 20de£ j 
V- UvjaaR-:^Uat1g oil J 

* No ntvil tfcdfty 
■Moi;l. ;:rr*r.t prior 



» 3:45? 



■Portfolios ; : ;-; : '®"jgs! : M 

* iDWPJfi -257 

I lL "" ||l]GeJQfic^a:;i;:j 



<ji«t*i afcVytB'jBniirs* 3 -irss lid 1te 



P^ : h3) ^^l-^l 1 a ^issnaS hcmie-ccntid wsSate'ft 
£ T=»iiii!^ ■: jiiBwes consumers a ^ratmS zenrft 

i:^^miiSi^^mmiQ^bi& the] 

i'p\ mJ.VvW<^. l \- v.; -v.! .v ? -i:-!' ■ i. ^"'j*, ■ 

IBMi 



PNI_41 7_CIP_Drclaration_GH jh 



Page 8 of 8 



